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Mohamed Ridza & Co. was established in June 2005. The Firm currently comprises 4 partners who are assisted by lawyers and staff in a total strength of 15 people.

The lawyers in Mohamed Ridza & Co. specialise in a wide spectrum of law which includes, inter alia, Banking & Finance, Capital Markets, Construction, Corporate & Commercial law, Foreign Investment, Mergers & Acquisitions, Oil & Gas, Privatisation, Projects and Real Estate.

The Firm has been involved in some of Malaysia’s largest and most complicated corporate and financing transactions and it enjoys a very close working relationship with many large financial institutions (both local and international) and public listed companies as well as multinational corporations.

Major Engagements

Banking & Finance and Capital Markets

Our lawyers have been involved in both Islamic and conventional banking and finance matters at both domestic and international levels and has one of the largest Islamic finance team in the country. Among our accomplishments are legal consultancy services for:

· Drafting and advising the parties on the Bai’ Inah Facility Agreement between Bank Pembangunan Dan Infrastruktur Malaysia Berhad (BPIMB) and the Government of Malaysia, represented by the Ministry of Finance (MOF).
· Drafting and advising Brunei LNG with respect to a proposed BND100 million Sukuk Al Ijarah facility in Brunei Darussalam.
· Drafting and advising BumiHiway Sdn Bhd on their conventional bond issuance.
· Drafting and advising Metro Ikram (Turkey) with respect to a proposed USD600 million Sukuk Al Ijarah Wa Intifa’ facility for the financing of the construction of 100,000 homes in Turkey.
· Drafting and advising Bank Islam Malaysia Berhad with respect to the approximately RM500 million Islamic collateralised debt obligations using Mudharabah notes.
· Drafting and advising Pertamina Indonesia with respect to the USD300 million Islamic Murabahah Trade Finance facility granted to Pertamina Indonesia.
· Drafting and advising HSBC Dubai relating to Amlak Sukuk Company Inc. United Arab Emirates on trust certificate.
· Drafting and advising Bank Islam Malaysia Berhad on the syndicated Islamic financing BBA facility to Far East Holdings.
· Drafting and advising Arab Merchant and OCBC Bank in a proposed Islamic bonds facility utilising Ijarah, Murabahah and BBA. 
· Drafting and advising DRB Hicom Berhad in a RM1 billion Islamic bonds facility.
· Advising Yayasan Mendaki Singapore on Islamic financing facilities.
· Advising Deutsche Bank Singapore on new Islamic banking products.
· Advised several banks including Bank Muamalat Malaysia Berhad, Hong Leong Islamic Bank Berhad and Citibank Berhad on the standardisation of Islamic banking documents.
· Drafting and providing legal assistance on Murabahah trade financing facilities granted by Bank Islam to various foreign companies. 

· Advising Kuwait Finance House (Malaysia) Berhad on their corporate and investment banking financing.

· Advising RHB Bank in the drafting of the Ijarah and Ijarah Thumma Al Bai agreements. 

· Drafting and advising Malayan Banking Berhad on the RM50 million Islamic credit facility utilising Bai’ Al-Dayn, Al-Murabahah, Al-Wakalah and Islamic Accepted Bills.
· Drafting and advising Sime Darby Berhad on the issuance of Al Murabahah Medium Term Note programme of up to RM1,500 million.
· Drafting and advising Monorail City Development Sdn Bhd on their financing facility.
· Drafting and advising joint lead arrangers and syndicated lenders on the USD 42.2 million syndicated financing facilities to Kemaman Bitumen Company Sdn Bhd.
· Advising UEM Berhad in its financing facilities.
· Advising Johor Corporation in its Islamic finance facilities.
· Drafting and advising Syarikat Takaful Malaysia with their agreements Al-Amanah Investment Bank of the Philippines for the purpose of establishing takaful operations in Philippines.
· Drafting and advising on the Commerce Musyarakah fund.

· Advising United Asset Management Ltd and UOB Singapore to establish a unit Shariah compliant unit trust through Labuan.

· Drafting and advising EON Bank Berhad on the Danau Lumayan BBA.

· Drafting and advising Kamunting Textile Industries Sdn Bhd on their Islamic trade financing facility.

· Advising Hong Leong Bank on the incorporation of its Islamic bank subsidiary.

· Advising Progressive Impact Sdn Bhd and its associated companies on various Islamic trade financing facilities with Maybank.

· Drafting and advising Arab Malaysian Corporation Berhad on various transactions including acquisition of shares and financing facilities from financial institutions.
· Drafting and advising Rampai Fokus Sdn Bhd with their financing facilities with respect to their Danga Bay Project.
· Drafting and advising EON Islamic Bank Berhad on various financing facilities.

· Drafting and advising Bank Muamalat Sarawak on Islamic financing transactions.

· Advising Kuwait Finance House (Malaysia) Berhad in their fund investments through Labuan which has an initial primary focus of investment in South-East Asian countries such as Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore and Thailand. Their first investment of the fund which is underway is the investment in Project Pavilion, a mixed-use real estate development project located in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
· Advising UEM with respect to a RM200 million Sukuk Al-Ijarah Master Programme to finance the purchase of land and construction thereon of its headquarters.
· Drafting and advising AmMerchant Bank Berhad and OCBC Bank (Malaysia) Berhad with respect to the issuance of an Islamic Fixed Rate Serial Bonds of RM100 million and 7-year Islamic Commercial Papers/Medium Term Notes Programme of RM100 million by WCT Engineering Berhad.
· Drafting and advising AmMerchant Bank Berhad with respect to the restructuring of a RM500 million BBA Islamic bonds issuance by Antara Steel Sdn Bhd.
· Drafting and Advising Aseam Bankers Berhad with respect to a debt restructuring exercise by a highway concession company by way of commercial papers.

· Drafting and Advising Bank Islam Malaysia Berhad with respect to a proposed issuance of a Sukuk Mudharabah.

· Advising Bank Pembangunan in the Islamic Shipping fund.

· Advising Citigroup in the RM 1 Billion asset backed securitization based on Ijarah involving Telekom Malaysia Berhad.

· Advising AmIslamic Bank in their Islamic financing product.

· Advising Bank Perusahaan Kecil & Sederhana Malaysia Berhad (SME Bank) in their Islamic financing documentation.

· Advising Export-Import Bank of Malaysia Berhad (EXIM Bank) in its international financing documentation, namely in Mongolia and Indonesia.

· Advising Bank Muamalat Malaysia Berhad in their Islamic financing product.

· Drafting and advising Amanah Raya Berhad in their various Islamic financing documentation.

· Advising several institutions locally and internationally on amendments to  legislations and guidelines. 

· Drafting and Advising Malaysian International Merchant Bankers Berhad with respect to a debt restructuring exercise by a Sarawak based public listed company by way of bonds issuance.

· Drafting and Advising Malaysian International Merchant Bankers Berhad with respect to a debt restructuring exercise by a Sabah based plantation company by way of BaIDS issuance.

· Advising Kuwait Finance House (Malaysia) Berhad in structuring their Islamic financing products in corporate and commercial banking.

· Advising Kuwait Finance House (Kuwait) in relation  to USD96 million Murabahah facility granted by Standard Chartered Singapore to Baitak Asian Real Estate Fund 1 (Labuan) Limited with respect to Kuwait Finance House (Kuwait)’s indirect investment in the Project Pavilion.

· Advising Kuwait Finance House (Kuwait) in relation to respect to USD105 million Murabahah facility granted by Standard Chartered Singapore to Al-Nibras 2 Limited with respect to Kuwait Finance House (Kuwait)’s investment in Iskandar Malaysia.

· Advising Asian Finance Bank, Indonesia and Indonesian Banks in USD30.0 Million Syndicated Ijarah Financing for PT IAT Indonesia.
Corporate & Commercial Law and Mergers & Acquisitions

Our lawyers have advised and assisted clients in transactions involving corporate & commercial law and mergers & acquisition of both domestic and foreign companies which includes:
· Advised and drafted strategic alliance and various joint venture agreements for TH Technologies Sdn Bhd and various local and foreign counter parties.

· Drafting and advising RHB Sakura Merchant Bankers Berhad and various foreign and local underwriters with respect to the international and local underwriting and placement agreements in relation to the AirAsia IPO.

· Drafting and advising Pacific Star Singapore on various corporate matters.
· Advised Tradewinds Berhad in its corporate matters.
· Advising Employees Provident Fund in its investment agreements.

· Advised BP Group on various corporate matters including the sale by BP Asia Pacific of their shareholding in BP Malaysia Sdn Bhd to Boustead Mint Sdn Bhd.
· Advising various clients on its franchising matters.
· Advising Amanah Raya Berhad on various corporate issues and strategies.
· Advised IIUM Holdings in its concession agreement.
· Advised IIUM Properties in its several joint venture agreements.

· Drafting, negotiating and advising Idaman Pharma Sdn Bhd on sale of business.

· Drafting and advising Arab Malaysian Corporation Berhad on various transactions including acquisition of shares and financing facilities from financial institutions.
· Advising several venture capital institutions and companies in their investments and acquisitions locally and abroad.

· Involved in the 2007 amendments to the Company’s Act 1965.
· Drafting and advising Guthrie on the sale of real estate properties to Haron Estate.

· Advised Bumihiway Malaysia Berhad with respect to various shareholders agreement with their joint venture companies.

· Drafting and advising Bumihiway Malaysia Berhad on the joint venture in state of Johor. 

· Drafting and advising on the takeover of Amanah Capital Partners by MIDF.

· Drafting and advising Maersk Sealand on various corporate transactions.

· Advising Golden Screen Cinemas on various corporate issues.

· Drafting and advising Tabung Haji Plantations on their listing exercise on the main board of Bursa Malaysia.

· Drafting and advising Perodua on various corporate matters and Vendor agreements.

· Advising New Straits Times on various corporate matters.

· Drafting, negotiating and advising Mayban Securities Sdn Bhd with various parties in relation including share sale agreements and settlement agreements.

· Advising AEON Credit on their various corporate matters.

· Advising Permodalan BSN Berhad in its unit trust matters. 

· Advising Hong Leong Bank on the incorporation of its Islamic bank subsidiary.

· Advised on drafting of Code of Ethics for UMNO and advised on the UMNO constitution.

· Advising Keretapi Tanah Melayu on Rail Transportation Agreement with Maersk Malaysia Sdn Bhd.

· Advising various clients on requirements and provisions for listing on Bursa Malaysia

· Advising foreign clients on Malaysian regulatory framework and requirements to ensure compliance with their proposed business.
· Advising Lembaga Tabung Haji in the disposal of plantation lands in Sarawak.

· Advising Kumpulan Hartanah Selangor in their corporate transactions.
· Drafting and advising CGG France on their Technical Services Agreement.

· Drafting and advising DRB Hicom on various corporate matters.

· Drafting and advising VICAT, France on various corporate matters.

· Acquisition of the shares of PT Awair by AirAsia Berhad.
· Acquisition of the shares of several local and foreign biotechnology and diagnostic companies by Malaysia Technology Development Corporation.
· Acquisition of American Eagle Tankers Inc. Limited by Malaysia Shipping Corporation Berhad’s wholly owned subsidiary.
· Acquisition of EA Technique shares by Sindora Berhad.
· Advising Trenergy Malaysia Berhad and Trenergy FPSO Sdn Bhd in their various consortium and joint venture agreements.
· Advising Malaysia Airports Berhad on various corporate matters.
· Advising Lembaga Tabung Haji in its corporate matters.
· Advising Kumpulan Fima Berhad in its corporate matters.
· Advising UEM Group on its corporate matters.

· Advising Malaysian Technology Development Corporation Sdn Bhd on its corporate matters.
· Advising Eden Berhad in their various corporate transactions.

Oil & Gas

Our involvement in the oil and gas industry includes servicing clients such as British Petroleum, Kvaener. Halliburton, Tioman Drilling, Trenergy Malaysia Berhad, Alstom, Jacobs Engineering Inc. USA., Natco, Sante Fe, Sapura Crest Petroleum, CGG France and Ranhill on various agreements and contracts locally and internationally which includes:
· the BASF OXO Contract with BASF.

· BASF SYNGAS Contract with BASF.

· OSBL Contract with Union Carbide and Petronas

· EPCC Offshore Contract with Carigali Triton at Gulf of Thailand

· Financing package agreement with Samsung Korea and Sadra Iran

· PVC Contract plant in Vietnam

· Various services contract in China

· Umbrella contracts with Exxon Mobil

· Contracts with BP Amoco

· Joint Operating Contract

· Drilling contracts

· Production Sharing Contract

· Consortium contracts

· Shipbuilding contracts

· Shipyard, FPSO contracts

· Geophysical contracts

· Engineering contracts.

Our experience in oil and gas project contract ranges from the project execution stage which includes feasibility studies, project management, financing, tax planning, procurement, construction, commissioning licensing and operation with flexible schemes using reimbursable, guaranteed maximum price, alliance, risk/reward, reimbursable with ceiling, lump sum or turnkey concepts.

Real Estate and Projects

· Drafting and advising Malaysia Airports Berhad on their Technical Services Agreement in Hydrabad, India.
· Drafting and advising IMPSA France on the supply of medical equipment transaction.
· Advised on the negotiation, drafting and documentation of major construction contracts and the land acquisition process and contracts relating thereto for the LRT Project System 2 undertaken by PUTRA, a subsidiary of Renong Berhad.
· Advising Kuwait Finance House in their real estate transactions, namely the Pavilion, Oval, Sunway South Quay, Mont Kiara, Icon Jalan Tun Razak and BU Development.
· Advising and reviewing construction documents for Metramac.
· Advised in the granting of concession via a joint venture form the Government of Myanmar to a Malaysian company for the development of and island off the coast of Myanmar.
· Drafting, negotiating and advising the State Government of Malacca on privatisation agreement with Suharta Sdn Bhd.
· Advising in the Menjalara development project.
· Advising KLIA on the project management for the KL International Airport at Sepang.
· Advised Bumihiway India on their road construction project in India.
· Advised, negotiated and drafted various infrastructure agreements for TH Technologies Sdn Bhd with respect to various projects.
· Advised and drafted sale and purchase agreements for the purchase by Proton Edar Sdn Bhd of land and buildings all over Peninsular Malaysia.
· Advised a public listed company on the sale and purchase of land including the amalgamation and sub-division of the property and the execution of the necessary easement on the adjoining land.
· Advised KL Sentral Sdn Bhd in a long term lease arrangement of office block with a reputable accounting firm.
· Advised a company on the legal implications of transferring Malay Reserved Land and Bumiputra lots to a public listed company.
· Attended to applications to the Foreign Investment Committee for acquisition of landed assets by foreign individuals and companies.
· Advising SP Setia Berhad in their various corporate transactions.
Awards
1. Finalist for ALB SE Asia Law Awards for 2006 for Murabahah Facility for the amount of USD96 million granted by Standard Chartered Singapore to Baitak Asian Real Estate Fund I (Labuan) Limited.
2. Finalist for ALB SE Asia Law Awards for 2007 for Structured Finance and Securitisation Deal of the Year for Sukuk Ijarah Issuance by Menara ABS. 
Our partners’ respective curriculum vitae are attached for your perusal.
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	Mohamed Ridza Abdullah 

Partner, Kuala Lumpur

Tel: +603- 20924822

Email: ridza@ridzalaw.com.my
 


Experience
Ridza has advised on a wide variety of corporate and commercial matters including mergers and acquisitions of listed and non-listed entities, listings of public companies, joint venture and consortium agreements involving foreign and multinational companies, venture capitalist transactions, franchising, leasing agreements and employment contracts and conveyancing projects.  He also advises broadly on major state and federal privatisation projects and property development.   He has presented many papers in conferences on areas relating to corporate governance and mergers and acquisitions.  He has written a chapter on “The Contribution and Functions of Independent Directors” for the Malaysian Institute of Corporate Governance (MICG) in collaboration with Securities Commission.

Being trained in Shari’ah as well as common law, Ridza leads one of the largest teams of Islamic finance in his firm where the firm has advised clients locally and internationally on various aspects of Islamic banking and finance utilizing various Shari’ah concepts like Al-Bai Bithamin Ajil, Ijarah, Istisna, Bai’ Inah, Bai’ Al-Dayn, Murabahah, Mudharabah, Musyarakah and the issuance of Islamic Private Securities using Al-Bai Bithamin Ajil, Murabahah, Ijarah, Mudharabah and Musyarakah. At the international scene, Ridza has advised clients in Singapore, the Middle East, the Philippines, Canada, Brunei, Indonesia, Turkey, Lebanon and Australia on various aspects of Islamic financing.  This also includes the area of Islamic Asset Backed Securities.  Ridza has advised several financial institutions on drafting standard Islamic corporate, retail and trade financing agreements. Ridza has spoken extensively in various conferences in the areas of Islamic Banking and Islamic Private Debt Securities and has delivered more than 100 papers.  He has also given training to several public listed companies, financial institutions and governmental bodies including Bank Negara Malaysia and the Securities Commission. Ridza is the co-author of the Law and Practice of Islamic Banking and Finance published by Sweet & Maxwell Asia.

On projects and construction law, Ridza has extensive experience negotiating local and international contracts on behalf of both employer and contractor in construction law specialising in oil, gas and petrochemical related contracts, in both the upstream and downstream areas. His experience ranges from the project execution stage which includes feasibility studies, project management, financing, tax planning, procurement, construction, commissioning licensing and operation with flexible schemes using reimbursable, guaranteed maximum price, alliance, risk/reward, reimbursable with ceiling, lump sum or turnkey concepts.  His experiences in negotiating international contracts ranges from countries like Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore, Brunei, Iran, United States of America, Venezuela, Vietnam, Libya, India, Myanmar and Bangladesh.  

Apart from the oil and gas industry, Ridza has also advised clients on light railway transit system, road projects, building contracts, tunnel contracts, cement plants and factories.

Having a background in finance as well, Ridza advises major corporations both local and international on financial and taxation matters particularly on corporate financing and optimising various taxation structures in countries within the Asia Pacific Region. 

Career
Ridza is now the managing partner of the firm. Prior to opening the firm, Ridza was a partner and was head of his division with Zaid Ibrahim & Co. 

Ridza began his career as an advocate and solicitor at the firm of Rashid & Lee in Malaysia. He later joined Arab Malaysian Corporation Berhad as the group legal adviser. Being the group legal adviser, he was instrumental in setting up the legal department of the Amcorp Group of Companies. Ridza left Arab Malaysian to become the General Legal Counsel of Technip Asia Pacific based in Kuala Lumpur and was previously attached at Technip headquarters in Paris, France.

Ridza is a fellow of the Institute of Chartered Secretaries and Administrators (FCIS) and an Associate Member of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (ACI Arb). He sat as a council member of the Chartered Secretaries Malaysia from 2005 to 2008 and is a member of the Corporate Governance Committee and the National Investigation Committee of the Malaysian Association of Chartered Secretaries and Administrators (MAICSA).

He has also represented Malaysia in international debating competitions and was champion of the Great Debate between Oxford and Cambridge in April 1994. Ridza is also a trainer with Securities Industry Development Corporation (training arm of Securities Commission) and Financial Sector Talent Enrichment Programme (FSTEP)(training arm of Institut Bank-Bank Malaysia).
He currently sits on the board of Pelangi, Tabung Haji Travel and Services and KPI Land Corporation, Philipines and Lityan Holdings Berhad. He is also the Chairman of the Audit Committee for Lityan Holdings Berhad and is a member of the Audit Committee of Pelangi and Tabung Haji Travel and Services. He also sits as a member of the Remuneration Committee and Nomination Committee of Lityan Holdings Berhad and Tabung Haji Travel and Services.
Ridza was named as one of the world’s leading Islamic finance lawyers as voted by his peers in the industry.

Education and Qualifications
Ridza had his primary education at St. Paul’s Institution, Seremban and went to sekolah Alam Shah, Kuala Lumpur for his secondary education. He read law at the International Islamic University Malaysia and graduated in 1992 with a First Class Honours. He is also a graduate of the Institute of Chartered Secretaries and Administrators (London). He was called to the Malaysian Bar in 1993. 
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	Hafidah Aman Hashim

Partner, Kuala Lumpur

Tel: +603-20924822

Email: hafidah@ridzalaw.com.my


Experience

Hafidah advises on matters related to both Islamic and conventional banking and finance and also advises foreign and local companies in respect of various corporate and commercial matters including mergers and acquisitions of listed and non-listed entities, listings of public companies, joint ventures, consortium agreements involving foreign and multinational companies, leasing agreements and conveyancing matters.

Hafidah has advised Bank Islam, Bank Muamalat, RHB Bank, Citibank and Malaysia Building Society in their Islamic banking products and Bank Pembangunan Dan Infrastruktur Malaysia Berhad in its Islamic financing documentation. She also advises and conducts due diligence investigations in respect of acquisitions, IPO’s, restructuring and other corporate exercises.

Career

Prior to joining the firm, Hafidah was with Messrs Zaid Ibrahim & Co. where she was a senior associate in charge of various banking and finance matters, both Islamic and conventional. She also advised on corporate and commercial matters including capital markets and mergers and acquisitions. Amongst the matters she was involved in were,

(a) advising foreign and local underwriters with respect to the local and international underwriting and placement agreements for the AirAsia’s IPO;

(b) advising Advised BP Group on various corporate matters including the sale by BP Asia Pacific of their shareholding in BP Malaysia Sdn Bhd to Boustead Mint Sdn Bhd; 

(c) Acquisition of the shares of several local and foreign biotechnology and diagnostic companies by Malaysia Technology Development Corporation;

(d) Drafting and advising joint lead arrangers and syndicated lenders on the USD 42.2 million syndicated financing facilities to Kemaman Bitumen Company Sdn Bhd;
(e) Drafting and advising Metro Ikram (Turkey) with respect to the USD600 million Sukuk Al Ijarah Wa Intifa’ facility for the financing of the construction of 100,000 homes in Turkey;
(f) Drafting and providing legal assistance on Murabahah trade financing facilities granted by Bank Islam to various foreign companies.

Before joining Messrs Zaid Ibrahim & Co, Hafidah was practicing with Messrs Rashid & Lee where she was involved in advising on corporate and commercial law and banking finance matters. 

Prior to joining Messrs Rashid & Lee, Hafidah was a legal executive with Malayan Banking Berhad’s legal department before she left to chamber and thereafter, practice at Messrs Riza Leong & Partners. At Riza Leong, Hafidah assisted in the banking and conveyancing department before eventually being made head of the department. She also has some experience in minor litigation matters.

Education and Qualifications  

Hafidah graduated with an LL.B (Honours) from the University of Hull, United Kingdom and was admitted to practice in Malaysia in 1995.

She chambered at Messrs Riza Leong & Partners and was called to the Malaysian Bar in 1995.
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	Sharifah Shafika Alsagoff

Partner, Kuala Lumpur

Tel: +603-20924822

Email: shafika.alsagoff@ridzalaw.com.my


Experience

Shafika has advised on a wide variety of Islamic banking, real estate and corporate commercial matters and has contributed articles related to developments in Malaysia’s capital markets and Islamic banking.

Being trained in Shari’ah as well as common law, Shafika has advised clients on various aspects of Islamic banking and finance utilizing various Shari’ah concepts such as Bai’ Bithaman Ajil, Ijarah, Istis’na, Murabahah and the issuance of Islamic Securities under the Shari’ah principles of Bai’ Bithaman Ajil, Ijarah and Murabahah.

Career

Shafika began her career in 1995 as a legal officer in SUKOM 98’ Berhad wherein she assisted the general counsel in the drafting of various legal documentations in relation to the 1998 Commonwealth Games which included the drafting of licensing, sponsorship, consultancy and broadcasting rights agreements. In 1997 Shafika joined Messrs Abu Zahar, Syed Mohd Fuad & Partners undertaking a mixture of conveyancing, corporate and litigation matters and was the solicitor-in-charge for several developer project launchings. She then joined Messrs Kadir, Khoo & Aminah in 2000 where she attended to banking and conveyancing matters.  In June, 2001 Shafika joined the Capital Markets Practice Group of Messrs Azmi & Associates where, amongst others, she has assisted in transactions relating to the legal due diligence exercise for submission to the Securities Commission (SC) on,

(a) a highway concession company for its debt restructuring exercise by way of commercial papers;

(b) a Sarawak based public listed construction company for its debt restructuring exercise by way of bonds issuance; and

(c) a Sabah based plantation company for its debt restructuring exercise by way of BaIDS issuance.

In 2002, Shafika was given the task of heading the Real Estate Practice Group wherein one of her major assignments was to advise and draft sale and purchase agreements for the acquisition by the distributor of the national car of land and buildings all over Peninsular Malaysia. She has also advised on issues relating to amalgamation and sub-division of lands, purchase of commercial buildings and transfer of Malay Reserved Land and Bumiputra Lots to public listed companies.

In 2004, Shafika was made Deputy Head of the Financial Services Practice Group where, amongst others she advised Petroliam Nasional Berhad in the formulation of its Islamic housing financing scheme and documentation. She has also advised an Islamic bank in the structuring of documentations for its Istisna’ project financing and Istisna’ home financing products.  Shafika had also advised Ingress Berhad on its issuance of the first Ringgit denominated RM160 million Sukuk Al-Ijarah.

In December 2004, Shafika left Messrs Azmi & Associates to join the Islamic division of Messrs Zaid Ibrahim & Co.  

Shafika is now a partner in Messrs Mohamed Ridza & Co.

Education and Qualifications  

Shafika graduated from the International Islamic University, Malaysia with an L.L.B (Hons) in 1993 and thereafter spent the term of her pupilage with Messrs Sofian, Syed Ahmad & Co. Shafika is an advocate and solicitor of the High Court of Malaya and was called to the Malaysian Bar in 1994.

Relevant Engagements

· Advised and drafted a varied range of housing documents which included documents for the purchase of low to medium range housing, bungalow lots and agricultural land for a major mixed development project.

· Advised on applications to the Foreign Investment Committee for the acquisition of property by foreigners, as well as for the acquisition of property by companies where the respective purchase prices exceeded RM5 million. 

· Advised corporations in the formulation of its Islamic housing financing scheme and documentations.

· Advised financial institution in the formulation of its Islamic project and housing financing products and documentations based on the principle of Istisna’. 

· Advised merchant banks on the structuring of Islamic securities.
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	Mohamad Nazran Basirun
Partner, Kuala Lumpur

Tel: +603-20924822

Email: nazran@ridzalaw.com.my


Experience

Nazran advises foreign and local companies in respect of various corporate and commercial matters of listed and non-listed entities, including mergers and acquisitions, listings of public companies, joint ventures.

He also advises foreign and local companies in matters relating to offshore business activities especially through Labuan which include advising clients on the setting up of public or private funds, advising on offshore leasing, offshore trusts etc.
Career

Prior to joining the firm, Nazran was with Messrs Zaid Ibrahim & Co (“ZICO”) where he was a senior associate in charge of corporate and commercial matters. Amongst the matters he was involved in were:
(a) Advising a public trustee on various corporate issues and strategies;

(b) Advising a local car manufacturer on various corporate issues and strategies;

(c) Assisting and advising take-over of two telecommunications companies;

(d) Assisting and advising on corporate and restructuring exercise of an airline;

(e) Advising on corporatisation of a water authority;

(f) Advising companies in listing exercises of a plantation company and an investment bank;

(g) Advising a local bank in incorporating its Islamic bank subsidiary;

(h) Advising relevant setting up a unit trust for a Singapore entity through Labuan;

(i) Advising and setting up of various investment funds through Labuan;

(j) Advising various clients on requirements for listing on Bursa Malaysia ; 

(k) Advising foreign clients on Malaysian regulatory framework and requirements; and

(l) Advising on technical assistance agreement and other agreements for a construction of an airport in India
He was seconded to ZI Labuan Trust Company Ltd, a sister company of Messrs Zaid Ibrahim & Co. in 2003 to 2004. During his stint in Labuan he passed the interview conducted by the Labuan Offshore Financial Services Authority and qualified to become a trust officer. 

Before joining ZICO, he was a legal officer at SAMP Sdn Bhd. wherein he assisted in the drafting of various legal documentations, advising the management and the board of the company, on legal and company secretarial matters, liaising with external lawyers, etc.
Education and Qualifications  

Nazran graduated with an LL.B (Honours) from the University of Newcastle upon Tyne, United Kingdom and obtained his Certificate in Legal Practice in 1997.
He chambered at ZICO and was called to the Malaysian Bar in 1999.
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